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And,  ex-officio,  the  President,  Secretaries,  and  Treasurer. 


Presbyterian  Historical  Society  of  Ireland. 


^  pMdE  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  in  Room  20 
Church  House,  Belfast,  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  13th  February, 
1912.  The  Right  Rev.  the  Moderator  (Rev.  John  Macmillan 
D.D.),  presided. 

Present  also  : — Revs.  H.  P.  Glenn,  J.  B.  Woodburn,  W.  S 
Smith,  J.  M'Lay,  David  Stewart  (Cregagh),  Dr.  Lowe,  Geo.  Thomp¬ 
son,  and  W.  J.  Baird;  Sir  William  Crawford;  Messrs.  S.  E.  S. 
Edwards,  R.  M.  Young,  W.  F.  M‘ Kinney,  R.  E.  Crawford,  with 
A.  G.  Crawford  and  J.  W.  Kernohan  (Hon.  Secs.) 

Letters  of  apology  for  non-attendance  were  intimated  from 
Revs.  Prof.  Heron,  Geo.  Gillespie,  and  H.  J.  Rossington  ;  the  Rt. 
Hon.  Thomas  Sinclair,  Alexander  Parker,  A.  A.  Campbell,  and 
W.  Ross  Henderson. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and 
confirmed. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Kernohan  presented  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Executive  Council,  as  follows  : — 


REPORT. 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  Society  during  the  past  year  our 
first  duty  is  To  record  our  gratitude  to  our  Heavenly  Father  for 
preserving  the  lives  of  our  members.  There  is  one  exception. 
It  was  with  great  regret  we  were  obliged,  through  the  dread  visitor, 
to  place  on  our  books  a  minute  regarding  the  death  of  the  late  Mr. 
John  Macarthur,  who  had  won  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him 
personally.  His  hne  literary  taste  and  generous  nature  were  such 
that  we  shall  miss  his  valuable  aid  in  giving  a  wider  publicity  to 
our  proceedings  and  aims. 

Having  as  one  of  our  principal  objects  the  collecting  and  pre¬ 
serving  of  the  materials  of  our  Church  history,  it  is  our  pleasure  to 
be  able  to  report  a  continuation  of  the  gifts  of  books  and  manu¬ 
scripts  specially  relating  to  the  Irish  branch  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  or  written  by  its  members.  Of  the  manuscripts  the  most 
important  were  the  Portaferry  Register  (1699-1822)  and  Committee 
Book,  beginning  1764,  containing  a  fairly  complete  list  of  baptisms 
and  marriages,  and  covering  the  period  when  the  Rev.  W.  Steel 
Dickson  and  others  were  ministers  of  a  congregation  which  has  an 
honourable  history  extending  back  to  the  troublous  days  when  the 
Rev.  John  Drysdale  ably  upheld  the  banner  of  Presbyterianism  in 
Co.  Down.  More  curious  and  remarkable  is  the  Antrim  Book 
which  has  been  placed  in  our  custody.  It  is  a  record  of  the  Millrow 
Congregation  of  Antrim,  compiled  by  its  well-known  minister,  the 
Rev.  Robert  Magill,  and  containing  remarkable  details  of  the  history 
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of  the  congregation.  It  is,  perhaps,  the  only  book  of  its  kind  in 
the  General  Assembly,  and  illustrates  the  intimate  and  sympathetic 
relations  that  existed  between  pastor  and  people. 

More  brief,  but  more  charged  with  human  interest,  is  the 
original  letter  that  Dr.  Edgar  addressed  “from  the  mountain 
fastnesses  of  Connaught  ”  to  the  Belfast  public  through  the  columns 
of  the  Banner  of  Ulster ,  making  a  heart-moving  appeal  on  behalf 
of  the  sufferers  in  the  famine  of  1846.  It  was  earlier  than  the 
“Cry  from  Connaught”  which  subsequently  received  such  wide 
circulation,  and  associated  Dr.  Edgar’s  name  with  the  struggles 
of  distressed  humanity.  This  document  was  entrusted  to  us  by 
Miss  Sinclair,  Belfast. 

Mention  may  be  made  also  of  a  deed  relating  to  an  action-at- 
law  concerning  a  manse  farm  (1819)  from  Mr.  Thomas  Hall,  Bailie- 
boro’,  and  a  framed  diploma  of  the  Divinity  School  of  the  Belfast 
Academical  Institution — an  example  of  the  1820  type  of  certificate 
issued  by  that  College. 

A  large  number  of  books  and  pamphlets  of  special  Presbyterian 
interest  have  been  received.  A  valuable  collection  of  books 
bearing  on  Irish  genealogy  and  topography  was  generously  handed 
over  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Warren,  F.R.S.A.I.,  late  of  Ennis,  who, 
in  his  declining  years,  manifests  a  kindly  interest  in  his  native 
province,  and  the  Church  of  which  he  was  a  respected  minister. 
Mr.  Philip  Crossle,  of  Dundalk,  placed  at  our  disposal  rare  pamphlets 
from  the  library  of  the  late  Dr.  F.  C.  Crossle,  of  Newry.  Those 
two  desirable  books — invaluable  for  students  of  Ulster  history — 
Hill’s  “Plantation  in  Ulster”  and  “  MacDonnells  of  Antrim” 
have  been  received  from  Mr.  Alexander  Parker,  J.P.,  of  Ballymena, 
per  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lowe.  There  has  also  been  a  donation  of  books 
from  our  Librarian,  Mr.  A.  Albert  Campbell,  as  well  as  many  from 
other  friends  of  the  Society.  Some  have  been  purchased. 

Special  mention  is  to  be  made  of  the  important  contribution  of 
copies  of  MS.  material  in  the  British  Museum,  and  the  Public 
Record  Office,  Dublin,  including  the  Regimental  Rolls,  and  Hearth- 
money  Rolls  for  some  of  the  Ulster  counties.  We  are  indebted  to 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Warren  for  the  former,  and  to  the  Rev.  H.  P. 
Glenn  for  his  successful  efforts  to  secure  copies  of  the  Hearth-money 
Rolls.  1 

The  devotion  of  our  American  cousins  to  the  study  of  genealogy 
has  enabled  the  Society  to  render  some  service  in  this  direction. 
Mr.  Bolton,  of  the  Boston  Athenaeum,  who  is  an  authority  on  the 
Scotch-Irish  in  America,  has  recently  produced  a  comprehensive 
work  on  this  subject  for  which  he  obtained  materials  from  the 
Aghadowey  Book  in  the  possession  of  the  Society.  For  another 
book  a  photograph  was  made  of  the  Convoy  Communion  Plate, 
and  efforts  have  been  made  to  answer  queries  from  America. 

Two  old  Communion  services  have  been  added  to  our  collection 
of  plate.  That  from  Portaferry  comprises  two  cups,  two  tankards, 
and  two  dishes,  while  the  more  recently  received  set  from  Kille- 
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shandra  (“  Croghan  ”)  Congrega+ion,  per  Rev.  J.  H.  Whitsitt,  has 
two  goblets,  a  tankard  and  a  dish,  all  dated  1742.  Edgar  Allan 
Poe’s  forbears  were  members  of  this  congregation. 

We  acknowledge  here  the  services  of  Mr.  S.  A.  G.  Macquoid, 
a  Scotch  elder,  who,  in  his  periodical  rounds  through  Ireland,  is 
doing  his  best  to  complete  our  collection  of  tokens. 

Our  portrait  section  has  been  augmented  by  the  gift  of  a 
splendid  photo  reproduction  of  the  original  portrait  of  the  Rev. 
W.  Porter,  Clerk  of  the  Limavady  Presbytery  (1816-30)  by  the 
Rev.  H.  P.  Glenn  ;  also  an  engraving  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hincks, 
Professor  of  Oriental  languages  in  the  old  Belfast  College,  from 
the  Rev.  R.  Maxwell  King,  of  Newtownards.  A  fine  mezzotint  of 
the  Rev.  John  Mairs,  Presbyterian  minister  of  Newtownards 
(1720-35)  was  acquired  by  purchase.  The  Campbell  MS.  (No.  2) 
has  been  suitably  bound  ;  also  a  set  of  Church  magazines.  Ad¬ 
ditional  accommodation  being  required  for  the  safe-keeping  of  MSS. 
and  books,  a  second  fire-proof  safe  of  a  larger  size  and  a  bookcase 
have  been  installed.  For  these  and  other  improvements  we  are 
indebted  to  Mr.  R.  E.  Crawford’s  thoughtfulness  and  skill.  One 
thousand  copies  of  a  pamphlet,  entitled  “  Irish  Presbyterianism 
in  Two  Centuries,”  embodying  our  Report  for  1910,  were  printed 
and  circulated. 

A  sketch  of  the  early  history  of  Presbyterianism  in  Co.  Down 
was  submitted  by  the  Rev.  David  Stewart  (Cregagh)  to  a  meeting 
of  members  of  the  Society. 

The  Report  of  the  Assembly’s  Committee  on  the  Historical 
Society  was  presented  to  the  Assembly  in  June  by  Professor  Heron, 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  Arch.  Irwin,  and  we  hereby  tender  our 
gratitude  to  the  Assembly  for  the  Grant  then  made. 

Four  sets  of  Records  of  the  Synod  of  Ulster  have  been  disposed 
of  during  the  year.  Our  room  was  open  for  the  usual  exhibition 
in  Assembly  week,  and  some  objects  on  loan  were  displayed. 

Preparations  are  being  made  for  a  lecture  by  the  Hon.  Whitelaw 
Reid,  the  American  Ambassador,  the  subject  being  “  The  Ulster 
Scot.” 

An  appeal  is  again  made  to  ministers  and  eiders  to  use  their 
special  opportunities  of  recovering  and  preserving  records  and 
historical  material.  The  success  already  achieved  in  this  direction 
should  stimulate  us  to  further  efforts. 

JOHN  MACMILLAN,  President. 

A.  G.  CRAWFORD,  )  Hon. 

J.  W.  KERNOHAN,  }  Secs . 

Mr.  R.  M.  Young,  Hon.  Treasurer,  presented  the  Financial 
Statement. 

In  moving  the  adoption  of  both  the  Report  and  the  Financial 
Statement,  the  Chairman  said  the  Society  had  justified  its  existence, 
and  instanced  in  proof  the  promotion  of  a  lecture  by  so  eminent  an 
authority  as  the  United  States  Ambassador.  He  alluded  to  the 
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bringing  together  of  the  representatives  of  the  Churches,  and  the 
forming  of  a  closer  connection  with  America.  He  also  referred  in 
touching  terms  to  the  character  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Macarthur. 

The  Rev.  W.  S.  Smith,  in  seconding,  referred  to  the  effect  of  the 
Society’s  work  in  the  country. 

The  election  of  President  and  Council,  with  the  addition  of 
the  Rev.  J.  Craig  Wallace,  of  Raphoe,  in  place  of  Mr.  John 
Macarthur,  deceased,  was  passed  on  the  motion  of  the  Rev.  J. 
M'Lay,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  H.  P.  Glenn;  while  the  Treasurer, 
Librarian,  and  Secretaries  were  re-elected  on  the  proposal  of  Dr. 
Lowe,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  G.  Thompson. 

Sir  Wm.  Crawford  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Press,  the 
donors  of  gifts,  &c.,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  F.  M*  Kinney. 
A  similar  compliment  was  paid  to  the  President  on  the  motion  of 
the  Rev.  J.  B.  Woodburn,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Baird. 

The  Chairman  closed  the  meeting  with  the  Benediction. 


On  March  28th,  1912,  the  Hon.  Whitelaw  Reid,  United  States 
Ambassador,  delivered  a  lecture  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Presbyterian  Historical  Society  in  the  Assembly  Hall,  Belfast. 
The  subject  was  “The  Scot  in  Ulster  and  America.” 

There  was  a  very  large  assemblage  of  the  people  of  Belfast 
and  neighbourhood,  who  signified  very  clearly  their  appreciation  of 
the  lecturer  and  his  masterly  exposition  of  the  character  and 
achievements  of  the  race  to  which  they  felt  proud  to  belong. 

The  audience  included  the  Lord  Mayor,  the  High  Sheriff,  the 
American  Consul,  and  many  representative  citizens  of  Belfast. 

On  the  evening  before  the  lecture  the  Lord  Mayor  gave  a 
Reception  in  the  City  Hall  in  honour  of  the  distinguished  visitor 
and  Mrs.  Reid. 


The  Rev.  W.  S.  Smith,  a  very  highly  esteemed  member  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  Society,  passed  away  after  a  short  illness 
to  the  very  great  regret  of  all  who  knew  him.  Mr.  Smith  was 
deeply  interested  in  the  work  of  the  Society,  and  was  rarely  absent 
from  its  meetings.  His  principal  publications  were  “  Historical 
Gleanings  in  Antrim  and  neighbourhood,”  “  Memories  of  ’98,”  and 
“  Gossip  about  Lough  Neagh.”  He  was  also  an  expert  geologist 
and  botanist. 
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APPENDIX 


LOBBYING  IN  THE  IRISH  PARLIAMENT,  1783. 
[From  the  Rev.  Wm.  Campbell’s  Journal.) 


The  manuscript  from  which  these  extracts  are  taken  is  the  “Journal  ”  made  by  the  Rev. 
William  Campbell,  minister  of  Armagh,  who,  by  reason  of  his  courtly  character,  was  commissioned 
by  the  Synod  of  Ulster  to  proceed  to  Dublin  and  plead  for  an  augmentation  of  the  Royal  Bounty,  the 
mode  adopted  being  by  a  memorial  to  the  King  through  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

Campbell’s  narrative  describes  minutely  the  various  steps  taken  by  him,  assisted  by  members 
of  the  Irish  House  of  Commons,  to  accomplish  his  mission,  and  illustrates  Court  ceremony  of  the  time 
of  the  Irish  Parliament.  The  Volunteer  Conventions  at  Dungannon  had  followed  on  the  Declaration 
of  Irish  rights  and  the  Independence  of  the  Irish  Parliament  in  1782.  And  towards  the  end  of  1783 
both  a  new  Parliament  and  an  armed  Volunteer  Convention  sat  in  Dublin. 

It  was  in  this  stirring  condition  of  Irish  affairs  that  Mr.  (afterwards  Dr.)  Campbell  spent  some 
months  in  Dublin,  and  at  length  obtained  an  audience  of  Lord  Northington,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
Regium  Donum,  as  the  grant  to  the  Presbyterian  ministers  was  called,  had  received  no  increase  since 
the  time  of  George  I.,  and,  though  at  first  there  was  every  expectation  of  a  “  handsome  ”  addition 
being  now  made,  it  was  with  an  ill-concealed  sense  of  disappointment  and  disgust  that  Mr.  Campbell 
received  intimation  of  a  paltry  increase  of  £1,000  a  year.  The  smallness  of  the  additional  grant  was 
due  to  the  opposition  of  several  gentlemen  of  influence,  chiefly  the  head  of  the  Downshire  family,  who 
in  the  late  election  had  not  received  the  full  support  of  the  Presbyterians  of  Co.  Down. 

Other  extracts  will  be  found  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  1909  and  1910. 


N  augmentation  of  the  Royal  Bounty  had,  for  a  few  years, 


been  spoken  of  by  some  Northern  gentlemen  in  Parliament, 


who  were  friendly  to  the  Presbyterian  interest.  But  no 
motion  was  made  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  it  till  1783,  when, 
early  in  the  Session,  a  motion  was  made  for  that  purpose  by  James 
Stewart,1  of  Killymoon,  Esq.,  Knight  of  the  Shire  for  the  County 
Tyrone  ;  a  man  of  distinguished  excellence  of  character,  whose 
patronage,  therefore,  was  considered  by  us  as  highly  honourable. 

Government  in  both  Kingdoms  professed  themselves  much  in 
our  favour,  but  the  mode  of  applying  to  Parliament  was  discoun¬ 
tenanced  in  London.  Of  this  we  were  informed  by  Col.  Dawson, 
representative  of  County  Armagh,  who  was  then  in  London.  He 
wrote  to  one  of  our  Brethren  (Oct.  23)  that  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
the  Prime  Minister,  having  heard  of  this  application,  sent  immediate¬ 
ly  for  him,  and  desired  him  to  write  to  his  friends  in  Ireland  not  to 
proceed  in  that  business  till  he  (Col.  Dawson)  went  over,  which 
would  be  in  a  day — that  by  doing  so  they  would  assist  their  own 
purpose  very  much,  as  he  was  fully  possessed  of  the  Duke’s  wishes 
on  that  subject.  This  letter  being  communicated  to  me,  I  thought 
it  proper  to  send  an  abstract  of  it  to  Mr.  Stewart  (Nov.  3),  but 
without  offering  any  opinion  about  the 


MODE  OF  PROCEEDING, 


of  which  he  must  necessarily  be  a  much  more  competent  judge. 

In  his  answer — he  appears  to  have  much  reluctance  to  change 
the  mode  of  proceeding — says,  “  There  are  such  steps  already 
taken  here  towards  obtaining  an  addition  to  the  Regium  Donum 

1.  A  gentleman  of  Presbyterian  descent  who  had  on  many  occasions  be¬ 
friended  the  Ulster  Presbyterians.  His  father  was  an  elder  in  the  Cooks- 
town  congregation.  Col.  Stewart’s  active  exertion  had  secured  the  repeal  of 
the  law  affecting  marriages  by  Presbyterian  ministers,  thus  making  them 
valid.  He  was  also  honoured  in  being  chosen  president  of  the  meeting  of 
delegates  at  the  Second  Volunteer  Convention  at  Dungannon. 
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that  it  is  not  in  my  power  now  to  say  that  the  business  shall  stand 
still  until  the  arrival  of  Col.  Dawson,  but  this  I  can  assure  you, 
that  I  will  not  press  it  forward  unnecessarily.  I  have  consulted 
with  many  gentlemen  whom  I  knew  to  be  warmly  attached  to  the 
interest  of  the  Protestant  Dissenting  Ministers  and  have  conducted 
the  business  by  their  advice.  Some  members  of  the  Administration 
here,  to  whom  I  communicated  my  intentions,  declared  themselves 
friends  to  the  measure,  and  in  justice  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pelham,  I 
must  name  him  as  one  of  them.  I  believe  I  might  venture  to  say 
that  Lord  Northington  also  is  our  friend  on  this  occasion.” 

In  a  few  days  the  Secretary  informed  Mr.  Stewart  that  the 
present  Bounty,  being  the  gift  of  the  King  alone,  any  addition  to  it 
is  to  be  expected  only  in  the  same  line,  and  as  a  foundation  for  it 
he  expects  that  an  application  should  come  from  the  Presbyterian 
Ministers  to  his  Majesty  ;  if  this  were  done,  he  assured  him  that 
something  handsome  will  in  consequence  be  given — so  soon  did 
this  gentleman  change  his  tone  upon  receiving  orders  from  England. 
At  first  he  was  friendly  to  Mr.  Stewart’s  measure,  now  his  language 
was,  if  he  chose  to  carry  it  through  Parliament,  Government  would 
not  oppose  it  ;  but  it  might  probably  meet  opposition  from  Parlia¬ 
ment  itself.  Mr.  Stewart  wrote  an  account  of  this  to  the  Moderator 
of  the  General  Synod  to  be  laid  before  their  Committee  that  they 
might  give  instructions  with  respect  to  the  mode  in  which  he  should 
proceed.  At  the  same  time  he  expressed  his  desire  that  one  or 
two  of  the  members  might  be  sent  to  Dublin  to  act  in  this  matter 
for  the  whole  body. 

The  Committee  were  immediately  called  to 

meet  at  Dungannon, 

on  Tuesday,  December  2.  Several  of  our  friends  pressed  my 
attendance  very  earnestly,  which,  though  on  some  family  affliction, 
I  would  have  wished  to  decline,  yet,  as  I  was  informed,  it  was 
particularly  desired  that  I  should  be  appointed  to  go  to  Dublin 
on  this  occasion,  I  thought  it  my  duty  not  to  decline. 

The  opinions  were  a  good  deal  divided  with  respect  to  the 
propriety  of  our  applying  to  the  King.  Some  were  very  much 
averse  from  it.  They  doubted  whether  it  was  consistent  with 
our  character  ;  and  whether  there  was  not  something  insidious 
in  the  proposal,  considering  the  state  of  the  Kingdom  in  regard  to 
the  Volunteers  and  the  earnest  pursuit  of  parliamentary  reform. 
Those  who  approved  of  applying  to  the  King  could  not  pretend  to 
say  what  were  the  views  of  Government,  but  from  the  turn  the 
business  had  taken  they  thought  this  was,  perhaps,  the  best  way  of 
succeeding,  if  not  the  only  way.  For  though  Government  might 
not  openly  oppose  it  in  Parliament,  yet,  as  soon  as  it  was  under¬ 
stood  that  they  condemned  that  mode  of  application,  it  would  be 
opposed  by  the 

WHOLE  TRIBE  OF  THEIR  DEPENDENTS, 
and  must  fail  of  success.  And  if  anything  insidious  was  meant. 


9 


in  that  they  themselves  would  be  defeated,  for  our  character, 
instead  of  being  injured  by  any  attempts  made  against  it,  must 
necessarily  be  placed  in  a  fairer  point  of  view,  and  be  raised  still 
higher  in  public  esteem  by  the  steady  and  determined  conduct  of 
those  men  to  whom  the  management  of  our  affairs  may  be  com¬ 
mitted. 

It  was  then  resolved  to  apply  to  the  King.  The  Committee 
appointed  me  their  Commissioner,  gave  me  their  instructions,  and 
copies  of  a  Memorial  to  the  King,  and  of  an  Address  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  and  vested  me  at  the  same  time  with  ample  discre¬ 
tionary  powers. 

[Mr.  Campbell  hastened  to  Dublin  and  without  delay  saw  his 
co-adjutor,  Rev.  Benjamin  M‘ Dowell,2  and  was  introduced  to  Mr. 
Stewart.] 

Saturday  morn.  6th  [Dec.,  1783]. — We  waited  on  Mr.  S., 
who  received  us  with  much  kindness.  I  presented  the  thanks  of 
the  Committee  according  to  my  instructions,  then  gave  him  a 
particular  account  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Committee — that  it 
was  their  opinion  to  apply  to  the  King  by  a  memorial  ;  that  it 
was  their  desire  to  join  with  the  Southern  ministers,  if  they  chose 
it  ;  that  the  terms  proposed  were,  that  the  whole  Regium  Donum 
granted,  or  that  should  be  granted,  should  be  thrown  into  one 
aggregate  sum  and  divided  equally,  share  and  share  alike,  to  each 
Minister  of  the  Southern  Association  and  Synod  of  Ulster.  We 
spoke  of  the  number  of  ministers,  which  we  reckoned  to  be  about 
180  in  the  North,  and  18  in  the  South,  computed 

THE  NUMBER  OF  PRESBYTERIANS  IN  THE  NORTH 

upon  an  average  of  400  families  to  each  congregation,  making,  at 
5  to  a  family,  360,000  souls,  and  6  to  a  family,  432,000.  If  the 
Seceders  were  added  it  would  show  the  entire  number  of  the  Presby¬ 
terians  of  Ulster.  They  have  forty-six  congregations,  and  if  they 
may  be  computed  at  300  families  to  each,  and  6  to  a  family,  this 
makes  82,800.  This,  added  to  the  number  computed  of  those 
connected  with  the  General  Synod,  at  6  to  a  family,  514,800. 
Some  reckon  them  much  higher.  We  also  entered  into  a  general 
computation  of  the  value  of  tithes  which  they  paid.  Reckoning 
on  an  average  six  acres  to  each  family,  at  eighteen-pence  an  acre, 
the  amount  would  be  about  £38,610. 

Mr.  S.  then  informed  us  of  the  favourable  disposition  of 
the  ministry  ;  that  we  should  get  something  handsome ,  but  did  not 
know  how  much.  I  said  we  wished  for  £40  per  annum,  but  did  not 
intend  to  mention  a  specifick  sum  to  Government. 

We  next  consulted  about  the  mode  of  proceeding  at  the  Castle. 
I  read  to  him  the  Memorial  to  the  King,  and  the  Address  to  the 

Lord  Lieutenant . Our  conversation  lasted  more  than 

an  hour. 

2. — Previously  minister  of  Ballykelly,  Co.  Derry,  but  now  in  Mary’s 
Abbey,  Dublin. 
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Sunday. — I  saw  my  worthy  old  friend,  Dr.  Dunn, 3  and  had 
some  general  conversation  on  the  subject  of  my  commission.  I 
also  saw  C,ol.  Dawson,  who  told  me  of  his 

INTERVIEW  WITH  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND 

n  London,  and  that  his  Grace  said  there  never  was  a  Minister  in 
England  better  disposed  to  serve  that  valuable  body  of  men,  the 
Presbyterian  ministers. 

Monday  8th.— Mr.  Stewart  sent  a  note  proposing  to  meet  me 
at  Mr.  M‘  Dowell’s,  and  desired  us  to  appoint  the  hour.  He  came 
according  to  appointment  about  eleven,  told  us  he  had  seen  the 
:  Secretary,  and  that  our  Address  would  be  received  next  day,  or 
On  Thursday;  that  Mr.  Pelham  professed  himself  friendly  to  us, 
and  would  carry  over  our  Memorial  to  the  King,  and  support  it. 
I  told  him  of  my  instructions  to  return  thanks  to  Mr.  P. 
personally  in  the  name  of  the  Ministers  of  the  Synod  of  Ulster  ; 
that  we  should  be  ready  to  present  the  Memorial  and  Address  at 
any  time  that  was  appointed,  but  had  not  been  informed  by  the 
Southern  Ministers  whether  they  would  choose  to  join  with  us,  but 
I  was  to  meet  Dr.  Dunn  that  morning  to  speak  upon  the  business. 
He  thought  that  was  right ;  wished  we  might  join,  as  our  union 
would  give  weight  to  our  application,  and  make  the  whole  body 
appear  more  respectable  ;  promised  to  join  Dr.  Dunn  and  me  at 
the  House  of  Industry.  After  a  short  time  we  met  there,  and  the 
result  was  that  the  Dr.  should  call  a  meeting  of  the  Southern 
Ministers  who  were  in  Dublin.  We  went  to  Mr.  Moody’s,  and  the 
brethren  were  summoned  to  meet  next  day  at  one  o’clock.  I  was 
asked  to  meet  with  them. 

Tuesday.— Major  Skeffington,  principal  aide-de-camp  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  had  left  a  card  for  me  the  day  before.  I  returned 
his  visit  this  morning  at  his  apartments  in  the  Castle,  but  did  not 
find  him  at  home. 

At  one  o’clock  I  met  Messrs.  Dunn,  Thomas,  +  Taylor, 5  Moody,3 4 5 6 
and  Bruce.  I  represented  to  them  the  terms  upon  which  I  was 
instructed  to  join  with  them. 

THEY  WERE  DIVIDED  IN  OPINION. 

Some  alleged  they  would  not  be  benefited  by  it  ;  that  it  was  more 
eligible  to  stand  as  they  were  ;  were  apprehensive  of  the  clamours 
of  the  people,  and  of  much  obloquy  at  this  time  of  a  cry  of  economy 

3.  — Dr.  Dunn  was  minister  of  Killyleagh,  Co.  Down,  and  subsequently 
of  Cook  Street,  Dublin,  which  united  with  Strand  Street  in  1787. 

4.  — Mr.  Thomas  succeeded  Dr.  John  Leland  as  minister  of  Eustace 
Street,  which  was  later  merged  in  Stephen’s  Green. 

5.  — The  Rev.  Philip  Taylor  was  grandson  of  Dr.  Taylor,  of  Norwich, 
and  son-in-law  of  Dr.  Weld,  of  Eustace  Street. 

6.  — The  Rev.  John  Moody  had  as  colleague  in  Strand  Street  the  Rev. 
Wm.  Bruce.  Dr.  Bruce  was  subsequently  called  to  Rosemary  Street,  Belfast, 
where  he  also  succeeded  Dr.  Crombie  as  Principal  of  the  Belfast  Academy, 
then  the  most  flourishing  educational  institution  in  the  North  of  Ireland. 
In  1788  the  Revs.  Dunn  and  Bruce  were  Moderator  and  Clerk  respectively 
of  the  Southern  Presbytery. 


in  the  expenditure  of  public  money  ;  that  it  might  hurt  the  Dis¬ 
senting  interest  and  disgust  our  hearers.  Dr.  Dunn  insisted  there 
was  no  ground  for  these  apprehensions  ;  that  the  indigence  of 
many  Ministers  made  it  most  desirable  ;  that  it  would  be  an 
inducement  to  young  men  of  better  circumstances  to  go  into  the 
ministry  who  might  have  the  advantage  of  a  better  education  ; 
and  that  though  the  Southern  Ministers  should  reap  no  advantage 
they  ought  to  join  because  our  union  would  have  a  becoming 
appearance,  and  give  strength  and  credit  to  our  interest  in  the 

eyes  of  Government  and  of  the  world . They  came  to 

the  resolution  of  writing  to  all  their  distant  brethren,  and  on  re¬ 
ceiving  their  answers  to.  determine  whether  they  would,  or  would 
not,  unite  with  us  in  our  Memorial. 

Wednesday,  10th. — I  waited  on  Major  Skeffington  at  the 
Castle  ;  at  his  desire  having  met  him  the  evening  before  in  the 
Coffee-room  of  the  H.  of  Commons.  He  entered  into  our  busi¬ 
ness  with  attention  ;  professed  an  earnest  desire  to  serve  us  ; 
spoke  of  the  utility  and 

NECESSITY  OF  THE  MEASURE 

from  his  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  of  many  ministers  in  the 
country  ;  inquired  particularly  into  their  numbers  and  the  sum 
we  expected . 

He  spoke  in  a  very  handsome  manner  of  the  importance  of 
the  measure,  and  particularly  in  regard  to  its  enabling  Ministers 
to  give  a  better  education  to  their  children . 

I  met  one?  of  the  Northern  Brethren.  He  told  me  he  had  con¬ 
sulted  the  principal  members  of  his  congregation  (Lisburn)  ;  that 
they  thought  this  business  of  great  importance  to  our  interest,  to 
the  decent  support  of  our  Ministers,  and  particularly  to  enable 
them  to  give  a  better  education  to  their  families.  I  had  a  letter 
from  Strabane  to  the  same  purpose . 

I  went  to  Lord  Charlemont’s,  but  did  not  find  him  at  home. 

Saturday  13. — I  called  on  Col.  Dawson  ;  spoke  of  my  going 
to  London.  He  highly  approved  of  it  ;  offered  me  a  letter  of 
introduction.  A  difficulty  occurred  to  me  in  regard  to  Mr.  Pelham. 
As  he  had  offered  his  services  on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  the 
matter  was  delicate.  My  going  might  seem  to  interfere  with  him, 
etc.  The  Col.  thought  not,  and  that  presenting 

AN  ADDRESS  OF  THANKS  TO  THE  DUKE 

would,  in  his  opinion,  be  pleasing  to  his  Grace,  might  assist  our 
business,  be  pleasing  also  to  Mr.  P.,  as  they  were  of  the  same 
mind,  acted  together  in  the  present  Administration,  and,  no  sort 
of  jealousy  subsisting,  said  he  would  speak  to  Mr.  P.  about  it, 
and  let  me  know  what  passed.  I  alleged  that  gentleman’s  acquiesc- 

7. — The  Rev.  Andrew  Craig,  minister  of  Lisburn,  1783-1833.  He  had 
as  assistant  for  a  time  the  Rev.  James  Morgan,  afterwards  of  Fisherwick 
Place,  Belfast.  Mr.  Craig’s  granddaughter,  Miss  M’Alester,  of  Beechcroft, 
Holywood,  has  an  interesting  collection  of  papers,  and  other  articles  inherited 
from  her  grandfather,  including  his  portrait  painted  by  Thomas  Romney. 


ing  or  merely  approving  it,  when  proposed,  would  not  be  enough. 
It  must  appear  that  he  would  advise  the  step  and  recommend  it. 

I  had  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with  Mr.  W.  T.  Jones,8 
Member  of  Parliament  for  Lisburn.  He  appeared  most  friendly 
to  the  measure,  highly  approved  of  the  mode  of  applying  to  the 
Throne  through  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  preference  to  an  appli¬ 
cation  to  Parliament,  which,  he  said,  would  be  attended  with  great 
difficulties,  and  occasion  many  illiberal  expressions  from  members 
that  would  rejoice  at  an  opportunity  of  venting  their  ill-nature 
against  our  Ministers,  especially  against 

THOSE  WHO  HAD  PUT  ON  RED  COATS. 

This,  he  said,  was  also  the  opinion  of  some  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons  he  had  conversed  with,  and  who  were  friendly  to  us  ; 
that  in  carrying  it  into  the  House  of  Commons  we  should  be  tired 
out  by  the  endless  personal  applications  we  should  be  obliged  to 
make  ;  should  find  innumerable  difficulties,  and  in  the  end  most 
probably  miscarry. 

I  have  just  come  from  Lord  Charlemont.  .  .  .  He  told 

me  that  he  highly  approved  of  our  application . 

Counr.  Dunn  proposed  the  alteration  of  a  few  words  in  our 
Memorial . 

Monday,  15. — Early  received  a  note  from  Col.  Dawson  to  see 
him.  I  waited  on  him.  He  was  anxious  for  our  success,  and  was 
to  dine  with  Col.  Stewart,  and  wished  to  know  if  I  had  anything 
particular  that  he  could  be  of  service  in  consulting,  or  commanding 
him.  I  told  him  I  was  to  dine  with  Col.  Stewart.  He  proposed 
our  meeting  at  the  House  of  Commons  and  acting  together  as  might 
be  necessary.  I  met  Col.  Stewart  and  Col.  Dawson  at  the  House 
of  Commons.  Col.  Stewart 

CAME  TO  ME  AT  THE  BAR  OF  THE  HOUSE, 

took  me  aside,  and  asked  me  if  we  were  ready. 

[Mr.  Campbell  explained  that  the  delay  was  occasioned  by 
the  Southern  Ministers,  and  learned  that  they  would  be  presented 
before  Secretary  Pelham  left  for  London]. 

Tuesday,  16th  Dec. — Mr.  M‘ Dowel  and  I  met  the  Southern 
Ministers,  Messrs.  Dunn,  Thomas,  Moody,  and  Bruce,  at  Strand 
Street  Vestry  according  to  their  desire.  They  had  received  their 
letters  from  the  Country  Minister^,  and  told  us  their  Brethren  would 
not  join  in  the  Petition,  but  did  not  communicate  their  letters 
except  one  from  Drogheda,  and  one  from  Youghal.  That  from 
Drogheda  approved  ;  that  from  Youghal  seemed  to  approve,  but 
expressed  apprehensions  that  they  would  not  be  gainers  by  it.  Dr. 
Dunn  and  Mr.  Thomas  thought  our  acting  as  one  body  would  pro¬ 
mote  the  general  interest  and  raise  our  consequence  in  the  eyes 
of  the  world  and  of  Government,  and  wished  to  join  on  the  terms 

8. — I  have  a  copy  of  Drennan's  Fugitive  Pieces ,  1815,  on  the  fly-leaf  of 
which  there  is  an  address  to  William  Todd  Jones,  couched  in  the  fulsome 
language  of  the  period,  by  some  admirer. 


I  proposed,  though  they  might  gain  nothing  by  it.  The  other 
Ministers  would  not  come  into  this  idea.  The  rejecting  the  scheme 
that  was  produced  at  Dungannon  from  one  of  them  seemed  to  have 
determined  their  opinion  ;  and  it  was  supposed  the  Country 
Members  formed  their  opinions  upon  the  view  of  the  matter  that 
was  offered  by  their  Brethren  in  the  City. 

THE  TERMS  I  PROPOSED 

were,  that  the  Southern  Ministers  should  be  admitted  to  a  share 
in  the  augmentation  provided  his  Majesty  granted  a  sum  that  would 
produce  to  every  Minister  of  the  General  Synod  of  Ulster  a  greater 
annuity  than  each  of  the  Southern  Ministers  now  enjoy  ;  that,  then, 
all  the  several  grants  should  be  thrown  into  one  aggregate  sum, 
and  divided,  share  and  share  alike,  to  every  Minister  of  the  North 
and  South  ;  and  that  they  should  appoint  their  own  agent  to  act 
in  conjunction  with  our  agent.  One  of  the  Ministers  executes 
this  office  for  the  whole,  and  they  take  it  in  rotation,  and  find  it 
very  advantageous  to  the  body. 

Dr.  Dunn  and  Mr.  Thomas  were  extremely  useful,  and  disposed 
to  give  every  assistance. 

[The  Memorial  and  Address  were  put  into  the  hands  of  clerks 
to  have  copies  made.] 

When  the  clerk  had  finished  the  first  of  our  papers,  that  no 
time  might  now  be  lost,  I  carried  the  original  to  Meath  Street  to 
have  the  copies  written  in  the  most  elegant  manner  for  the  King 
and  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  Dr.  Dunn  had  been  at  the  pains  to  find 
a  man  out  for  us,  and  to  engage  him  to  undertake  the  business, 
who  is  reckoned  to  write  the  best  hand  in  Dublin— Mr.  Harding, 
of  Meath  Street,  a  schoolmaster. 

Wednesday  17th. — I  went  early  to  Col.  Dawson.  .  .  .  He 

said  he  would  attend  us  when  we  presented  our  Address,  and  would 
ask  Mr.  G.  Ogles  and  Mr.  Grattan,  as  I  alleged  a  respectable  attend¬ 
ance  would  give  us  support  and  consequence . 

I  breakfasted  with  him  [Col.  Stewart],  and  then  went  to  the 
Castle  to  Major  Skeffington.  .  .  .  He  promised  to  attend  us 

when  we  presented  our  Address,  and  said  that  it  would  be  most 
agreeable  to  us  not  to  do  it  on  the  days  of  audience,  when 

GREAT  CROWDS  WERE  IN  WAITING, 

so  that  we  might  be  detained  two  or  three  hours  ;  said  five  or  six 
respectable  gentlemen  were  enough  to  attend  us.  Mr.  Stewart 
was  of  the  same  opinion  ;  said  he  would  ask  Col.  Rowley,  and  was 
pleased  with  Mr.  Grattan  and  Mr.  G.  Ogle . 

[Mr.  G.  Ogle  was  unwilling  to  attend  with  the  deputation, 
urging  as  a  reason  that  he  had  been  asked  to  attend  an  Address  of 
the  Seceders.  Mr.  Campbell  explained  that  the  cases  were  quite 
different.] 


9. — Ogle  was  Member  for  Wexford,  but  being  of  the  well-known  Newry 
family  of  the  name,  had  sympathetic  relations  with  Northern  Presbyterians 


I  gave  him  [Col.  Dawson]  a  short  account  of  our  history,  and 
the  time  and  occasion  of  the  several  grants  that  were  made  to  us  ; 
that  the  Seceders  had  lately  come  amongst  us  from  Scotland, 
where  they  had  created  much  disturbance  ;  that  their  political 
principles  were  disliked  there  ;  that  instead  of  being  united  with 
us  they  had  created  much  confusion  and  disturbance  among  our 
people,  and  broken  the  peace  of  many  of  our  congregations  ;  that 
we  never  had  acted  with  them,  and  would  not  act  with  them  now. 

Let  them  pursue  their  own  plans  as  they  could . 

Mr.  Stewart  told  me  he  had  met  the  Secretary  on  Wednesday 
night,  about  12  o’clock,  at  a  Ball,  at  Mr.  Foster’s  ;  took  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  speaking  to  him  of  our  business,  and  the  next  day,  Thurs¬ 
day,  had  gone  to  Mr.  Pelham’s  with  the  copies  of  our  Addresses, 
but 

HE  FOUND  THE  SECRETARY  CHANGED. 

What  passed  was  of  a  nature  so  delicate  and  disagreeable  that  the 
Col.  wished  not  to  repeat  it,  nor  me  to  hear  it.  He  only  explained 
so  far  as  to  say  there  were  two  ways  of  doing  things — one  gracious, 
another  ungracious — and  supposed  the  Ministers  of  Ulster  would 
receive  nothing  in  a  manner  that  might  be  unbecoming  their 

characters.  I  wavmly  consented . 

I  had  a  visit  from  Major  Skeffington,10  who  was  so  obliging  as 
to  call  on  me  with  a  letter  from  Mr.  Rankin.  This  gentleman 
professed,  in  the  most  obliging  manner,  his  desire  to  promote  our 
interests.  Mr.  M‘  Dowell  came  to  my  lodgings,  and  after  some  time 
Col.  Stewart  came  ;  informed  us  he  just  came  from  the  Secretary  ; 
that  the  L.  Lieutenant  would  receive  our  Address  to-morrow 
at  12  o’clock.  He  had  asked  the  Sec.  particularly  what  kind 
of  reception  we  should  meet  with,  and  what  answer  we  should  get. 
The  Sec.  said  his  Excellency  would  receive  us  graciously,  and 
repeated  the  answer  two  or  three  times  to  Col.  S.  that  he 
might  be  fully  master  of  it.  The  substance  of  it  was  that  “  he 
would  transmit  our  Memorial  to  his  Majesty,  and  recommend  it 
to  the  Throne,  and  hoped  that  from 

OUR  LOYAL  AND  PEACEABLE  BEHAVIOUR 
in  the  present  disturbed  state  of  this  Kingdom  he  should  always 
have  it  in  his  power  to  give  a  favourable  representation  of  our 
conduct  to  the  King.”  .... 

Major  Skeffington  asked  us  and  the  gentlemen  that  should 
attend  us,  to  meet  in  his  apartments  in  the  Castle,  and  asked  me 
to  breakfast  with  him  at  10  o’clock. 

Saturday  20th. — I  went  in  full  dress  in  a  Chair  to  the  Castle, 
according  to  appointment,  to  the  apartments  of  the  Aide  de  Camp, 
Major  Skeffington,  who  received  me  with  his  usual  kindness.  After 
breakfast  Col.  Stewart  came  to  us,  soon  after  Mr.  M‘  Dowell  and 


10. — Major  Skeffington,  of  the  Massereene  family  at  Antrim.  Rev.  John 
Rankin  was  minister  of  the  Millrow  Congregation  of  Antrim.  He  was  born 
near  Coleraine,  and  had  three  sons  who  realized  large  fortunes  in  India. 
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Mr.  Moore.  One  of  the  gentlemen  went  to  the  Secretary  to  know 
when  he  would  receive  us,  and  returned  to  inform  us  a  servant 
would  be  sent  to  acquaint  us  when  he  was  disengaged.  In  a  little 
time  we  were  informed  he  was  ready.  Col.  Stewart  took  us  in  his 
coach  and  drove  to  the  Sec.  We  were  conducted  to  the 
Chamber  of  x\udience  and  the  Sec.  soon  made  his  appearance. 
We  were  presented  to  him,  and  Col.  S.  took  occasion  to  re¬ 
peat  to  him  the  promise  he  had  made  of  supporting  our  Memorial, 
which  the  Seek  acknowledged .  I  then  told  him  I  had  it  in 
commission  from  the  General  Synod  to  wait  upon  to  return  him 
thanks  for  his  kindness,  and  for  the  very  obliging  manner  he  had 
taken  up  our  business,  and  the  support  he  had  promised  to  give 
it  with  his  Majesty. 

The  Secretary  then  entered  into  a  very  particular 

CONVERSATION  IN  REGARD  TO  THE  NORTH  OF  IRELAND  ; 

said  he  had  information  from  different  persons  of  the  disturbed  state 
of  the  country,  and  expressed  strong  apprehensions  of  disorders 
and  confusion  arising  among  the  people. 

[Mr.  Campbell  refuted  these  allegations,  as  did  his  companions. 
He  assured  the  Secretary  that  the  Presbyterians  were  a  steady 
and  determined  people,  but  temperate,  and  in  regard  to  Parlia¬ 
mentary  reform  he  was  persuaded  that  they  would  pursue  it  by 
county  and  borough  meetings  for  the  instruction  of  their  repre¬ 
sentatives.] 

We  then  returned  in  Col.  Stewart’s  coach  to  the  Aide  de  Camp’s 
apartments. 

We  were  soon  joined  by  Mr.  Grattan,  Mr.  G.  Ogle,  Col.  Dawson, 
Col.  Rowley,11  and  after  waiting  some  time  we  were  informed  by 
the  Aide  de  Camp  that  his  Excellency  was  ready  to  receive  us. 
We  again  went  into  Col.  S.’s  coach  across  the  court  and  were 
conducted  up  the  great  staircase  by  Major  Skeffington  to  the 
Chamber  of  the  Gentleman  Usher,  Sir  Boyle  Roche,  who  was  in 
waiting.  Here  we  were  detained  a  full  half-hour.  At  length  the 
bell  rang  to  give  notice  that  the  person  had  received  his  audience 
that  was  before  us.  Our  turn  was  next.  Sir  Boyle,  who  had 
chatted  a  good  deal  with  me,  then  came,  and  in  the  easy,  smooth, 
unimportant  style  of  a  Gentleman  Usher,  asked  my  name  and  intro¬ 
duced  me. 

I  WALKED  AT  THE  HEAD  OF  THE  TRAIN, 

Mr.  M*  Dowell  and  Mr.  Moore  on  each  hand  of  me.  His  Excellency 
received  us  in  the  Closet  standing.  I  made  my  bows,  and  advanced 
a  step  forward,  his  Excellency  at  the  same  time  coming  nearer  me. 
I  then  read  the  Address  which  I  folded  up  and  presented  to  him. 
He  took  it  and  gave  it  to  the  Gentleman  Usher.  I  next  presented 

11. — Portraits  of  Lord  Charlemont,  Col.  Dawson,  Major  Skeffington, 
Col.  Stewart,  and  G.  Ogle  are  to  be  seen  in  Nicholas  Kenny's  painting  de¬ 
picting  the  Irish  House  of  Commons  when  Grattan  moved  the  Declaration 
of  Irish  Rights  in  1782. 
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the  Memorial  to  his  Majesty,  which  he  gave  away  in  a  like  manner, 
and  the  Gentleman  Usher  laid  them  on  a  table  at  which  his 
Excellency  had  been  sitting.  He  then  read  his  answer  and  handed 
it  to  me,  which  was  as  follows  : — 

“  I  shall  with  pleasure  transmit  this  dutiful  and  loyal  Memorial  to 
be  laid  before  his  Majesty.  I  have  ever  been  a  friend  to  a  toleration  in 
Religion  founded  on  liberal  and  constitutional  principles,  and  I  trust 
that  your  Conduct  and  Example  at  this  time  will  be  marked  with  the 
same  loyalty  to  your  Sovereign  and  attachment  to  the  Constitution 
which  has  so  eminently  distinguished  your  Brethren  at  former  periods.” 

We  then  made  our  bows  and  retired.  When  we  came  into 
the  Ante-chamber,  the  Aide  de  Camp  followed  me  with  a  message 
from  his  Excellency  that  he  desired  to  speak  to  me  in  particular. 
I  took  that  opportunity  of  thanking  those  worthy  gentlemen  of 
our  party  for  the  honour  they  had  done  us  in  attending  us  to  his 
Excellency,  and  giving  their  countenance  and  support  to  our 
Petition. 

[During  the  private  interview,  which  lasted  about  an  hour, 
the  conversation  turned  chiefly  on  the  state  of  the  North  of  Ireland 
and  the  Volunteers.] 


A  LETTER  OF  MRS.  DICKSON,  PORTAFERRY. 


THE  following  is  a  word-for-word  copy  of  a  letter  from  Isabella, 
wife  of  Rev.  William  Steel  Dickson,  D.D.,  to  Mr.  Thomas 
M‘  Kibbin,  Merchant,  Portaferry,  great-grandfather  of  the 
late  Mrs.  Leebody,  Magee  College,  Londonderry,  who  very  kindly 
permitted  me  to  examine  the  original  document. 

My  Good  Friend, 

Tho’  the  present  time,  and  since  some  time  past,  has  given 
full  proof  of  what  is  in  the  hearts  of  men,  I  cou’d  not  help 
being  a  good  deal  surprized  by  the  contents  of  a  letter  which 
Mary  received  from  William  yesterday,  first  respecting  Mr. 
Savage’s  carrying  off  our  cows,  and  next  Mr.  Brown  attaching 
the  Horses  and  Furniture.  If  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken  there 
can  be  no  rent  due  to  Mr.  S.  till  May.  If  so,  the  step  he  has 
taken  is  illegal,  as  distress  cannot  be  taken  before  it  comes  due. 

As  to  Mr.  Brown’s  procedure  ;  it  was,  you  know,  by  my 
last  letter  to  Jane,  perfectly  unnecessary,  for  it  can  only  tend 
to  the  very  thing  I  therein  advised  her  to,  for  tho’  poverty 
and  distress  have  overtaken  me,  my  wish  is  to  be  honest  as 
far  as  in  my  power,  for  wch.  purpose  I  wish’d  only  to  reserve 
a  few  things  which  I  cd.  not  do  without,  and  the  Doctor’s 
Books,  many  of  which  wd.  meet  with  few  purchasers  among 
common  Readers,  besides  wch.  I  cd.  not  bear  the  meanness  of 
selling  them  during  his  life-time.  But  Mr.  Brown’s  will  I 
suppose  must  be  done,  and  I  submit. 

From  the  present  state  of  things  there  are  several  other 
people  who,  tho’  more  patient,  are  doubtless  anxious  to  have 
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their  accts.  paid  off.  This  is  at  present  totally  out  of  my  power, 
but  I  am  very  willing  to  give  them  any  satisfaction  I  can  by 
comg.  under  Bonds  for  the  paying  them,  as  soon  as  I  have  the 
power,  only  not  in  any  form  that  would  endanger  my  personal 
safety.  For  the  accomplishment  of  these  things,  I  propose, 
if  able,  to  be  in  Portaferry  some  time  soon. 

In  the  mean  Time  I  beg  to  know  if  you  think  it  will  be 
possible  to  keep  up  the  connexion  between  the  doctor  and  the 
Parish,  as  in  case  of  a  dissolution  of  it,  we  must  be  poor  indeed, 
for  on  that  the  King’s  Bounty  must  also  drop.  Sure  I  am  his 
absence  to  his  duty  amongst  you  well  entitles  him  to  your  strictest 
adherence  to  him  now  in  his  distress,  and  sure  I  am  that  many 
— a  great  many — among  you  are  unshaken  in  your  attachment 
to  him.  Some  there  maybe,  and  no  doubt  are,  who,  unmindful 
of  past  services,  may  be  lightly  carried  away  by  evil-minded 
persons,  who  may  perhaps  endeavour  to  stir  up  a  party  in  the 
congregation  against  his  interest.  Such,  I  trust,  are  few,  and 
may  be  managed  by  the  more  sober-minded.  This  business, 
however,  shou’d  (I  suppose)  be  proposed  Publicly  to  and 
settled  by  the  congregation,  but  of  this  you  are  a  competent 
judge,  and  therefore  to  your  Prudence  and  Friendship  I 
commit  it. 

What  my  feelings  are  at  present  I  forbear  attempting  to 
say — no  language  cou’d  describe  them.  What  distress  may 
be  in  reserve  for  me,  God  only  knows,  and  on  Him  I  trust  for 
Fortitude  and  submission,  be  they  what  they  may.  They 
cannot,  however,  be  greatly  superior  to  what  I  have  endured, 
else  indeed  I  must  sink  under  them.  I  know  well  the  world 
supposes  I  have  resources  which . 

[here  part  of  the  letter  is  torn] 
and  believe  me,  as  in  truth 

I  am  invariably  and  affectionately 

Yr.  friend  and  much  obliged,  &c., 

ISABELLA  DICKSON. 

6th  April,  1799. 

Judging  from  the  principal  publications  of  the  Ulster  United 
Irishmen  and  their  friends,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  local  oppression 
of  landlords  and  rectors  was  more  galling  to  Presbyterian  farmers 
in  1798  than  defects  in  the  constitution.  No  doubt  parliamentary 
reform  was  needed,  and  was  strongly  demanded,  but  it  was  generally 
as  a  means  to  the  end  of  doing  away  with  local  oppression  that 
it  was  advocated.  An  instance  of  how  landlords  exercised  their 
powers  is  found  in  the  foregoing  letter. 

To  me  it  seems  wonderful  what  changes  have  been  brought 
about  by  the  whirligig  of  time.  James  Porter  was  hanged  and 
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William  Dickson  was  imprisoned  (when  there  was  no  evidence  to 
convict  him)  for  demanding  reforms  not  nearly  so  great  as  have 
been  brought  about  by  the  different  Land  Acts,  and  by  other  Acts 
of  remedial  law-making  passed  within  a  little  over  forty  years. 
Still  the  demand  is  for  more  and  greater  changes.  Where  it  will 
all  end  would  be  hard  to  tell. 

W.  T.  LATIMER. 


MINISTERIAL  LIFE  IN  1738. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  from  Dr.  Duchal,  descriptive  of  the  life  and  labours  of  a  Protestant  Dissenting 
Minister  in  the  year  1738. 

Dr.  Duchal  wns  minister  at  Antrim  from  1730  to  1741,  and  afterwards  in  Dublin. 

Dear  Sir. 

I  have  read  all  your  criticisms  concerning  myself  without 
frown,  without  smile,  without  anything.  Every  onlooker  that  can 
see,  must  sec  that  the  country  is  my  proper  sphere,  and  is  rendered 
so  by  a  patient  and  contented  drudgery.  At  everybody’s  call,  at 
everybody’s  service,  in  foul  weather  and  fair,  through  thick  and 
thin,  talking  with  book  or  without  it  (in  both  senses  of  that  word), 
as  the  humours  of  the  people  direct  ;  just  as  fit  to  live  upon  three¬ 
score  pounds  as  three  hundred  ;  content  without  conversation, 
without  books,  or  time  to  read  them  ;  travelling  with  the  same 
humour  among  cottagers  and  labourers  as  among  hall-houses  and 
squires  ;  bringing  home  a  lodgment  of  fleas  as  happily  as  a  good 
dinner  and  a  glass  of  claret.  But  I  am  out  of  breath  commending 
myself.  Pray,  good  Sir  Thomas,  do  you  find  yourself  as  well 
qualified  for  a  country  life  ?  Will  any  man  imagine  that  a  delicacy 
that  would  better  become  a  fine  miss  than  a  country  parson,  can 
suit  our  exigencies,  the  state  and  hunger  of  the  unpolished  multi¬ 
tudes  we  have  to  do  with  ? 

Is  a  man  that  dare  not,  upon  any  occasion,  lay  aside  his  papers 
(so  exactly  written  that  upon  some  occasions,  to  the  great  scandal 
of  very  worthy  persons,  they  have  been  taken  for  print  books),  for 
fear  of  putting  an  “if  ”  or  an  “and  ’’  out  of  its  place,  or  giving  at 
any  time  to  “which”  an  unrighteous  precedure  of  “who,”  or 
missing  the  stop  a  comma  demands — fit  for  serving  in  most  of  our 
congregations  ?  Is  a  man  of  so  tender  lambskin  that  he  would  not 
ride  thirty  miles  to  assist  at  a  sacrament  for  a  four  pound  piece,  fit 
to  hold  in  a  side  in  a  society  so  far  scattered  ? 

What  shall  I  say  more  ?  You  are  not  fit  for  Dublin  (and  this 
you  have  learned  from  your  conscience,  though  I  cannot  tell  how). 
Let  this  be  granted  ;  and  what  are  you  then  fit  for  ?  I  am  sure  if 
you  cannot  do  in  town,  you  can  far  less  do  in  the  country.  But 
you  are  happily  situated  now  in  an  easy  collegiate  charge,  and  our 
congregations  are  full,  so  that  there  is  no  need  for  running  about 
to  supply.  Yes,  and  to  be  sure  this  posture  of  affairs  will  always 
ontinue.  You  are  sure  of  that.  And  you  are  sure  you  will  always 


*9 


have  a  colleague  in  Belfast,  and  be  safe  with  him,  and  that  you  will 
never  have  more  call  than  you  have  now  to  assist  the  country 
congregations.  And  you  are  sure  if  it  should  happen  that  these 
expectations  should  fail  you,  you  can,  whenever  you  please,  trans¬ 
port  yourself  to  Dublin  with  the  same  advantage  with  which  you 
can  go  to  it  now.  These  things  are  all  so  rational  that  it  is  no  wonder 
you  never  have  a  thought  about  yourself.  I  have  nothing  further 
to  say  upon  this  affair  seeing  it  is  delayed  till  the  Presbytery.  And 
what  I  am  to  say  about  it  must  be  said  openly,  which  is  the  only 
reason  I  am  now  restrained  from  pouring  forth  as  much  a$  good 
Elihu  had  to  say  when  he  could  contain  no  longer,  but  being 
padlocked  I  bid  you  adieu.  I  hope  you  will  neither  expose 
yourself  nor  me  by  shewing  this  rhapsodic 


January  29th,  1738/9. 


Y  ours 

J.  DUCHAL. 


Note. — “  Good  Sir  Thomas  ”  to  whom  the  above  was  addressed  was 
probably  the  Rev.  Thomas  Drennan  who  was  appointed  assistant  and 
successor  to  the  Rev.  Samuel  Halliday  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
Belfast.  He  was  father  of  the  better  known  Dr  William  Drennan,  poet  and 
patriot.  ; 


AN  INTERESTING  TETTER. 

The  Rev.  James  Porter,  of  Greyabbey,  who  suffered  death  by  hanging  in  1793,  near  his  Church 
on  the  flimsiest  pretence  of  evidence  toured  through  Ulster  giving  lectures  on  Natural  Philosophy 
The  following  letter  was  written  while  on  one  of  these  journeys  to-  a  local  poet,  Samuel  Thompson. 

Dr.  Montgomery  said  of  him — “The  only  passion  he  indulged  in  that  crippled  his  resources 
was  the  purchase  of  books  and  apparatus  for  experiments  in  Natural  History.” 

One  of  his  instruments  is  still  in  the  possession  of  a  descendant,  and  the  Presbyterian  Historical 
Society  has  a  sun-dial  that  was  made  by  him.  The  original  letter  was  presented  to  the  Society  by 
Mr.  W.  F.  M'KInney. 

Dear  Sir,  - 

The  reason  why  I  did  not  answer  your  obliging  letter  that  I 
received  at  Doagh  was  that  I  had  some  expectations  then  of  seeing 
you  at  Carngranny  on  my  way  to  Antrim.  Other  matters  turned 
up,  new  arrangements  and  engagements  took  place,  which  put 
that  out  of  my  power,  and  almost  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  write 
to  you  or  to  anyone  else.  You  have  no  idea  of  the  time  and  fatigue 
necessarily  attending  an  excursion  through  the  Solar  System, 
especially  as  we  poor  Philosophers  move  slowly  and  heavily'  along, 
while  the  Sons  of  Parnassus  can  wing  their  way  through  all  the 
regions  of  Space,  in  as  little  time  as  will  expend,  a  tent  of  ink  and 
smiling  view  worlds  of  their  own  creation. 

Be  so  good  as  to  send  21  copies  of  your  poems  to  the  Star  Office, 
directed  to  me.  I  will  get  them  disposed  of,  and  pay  you  for  them. 

The  first  day  I  come  into  Belfast  again  I  will  have  the  Pamphlet 
for  you. 

I  hope  you  have  not  forgot  the  song  which  you  promised  me. 

I  remain  Dr.  Sir,  your  very  humble  servt., 

JA?  PORTER. 

Belfast,  Feby.  15th,  1796. 


Some  Points  About 

• 

1.  ITS  OBJECT 

is  to  collect  the  materials,  and  promote 
the  knowledge  of  the  history  of  Presby¬ 
terianism  in  Ireland. 

2 .  A  REGISTER 

is  being  made  of  all  Irish  Presbyterian 
records. 

3.  MINISTERS  AND  OTHERS 

are  asked  to  supply  particulars  with  a 
view  to  having  a  complete  list. 

4 .  CONGREGATIONAL  HISTORIES . 

Copies  of  these — printed  or  otherwise — 
are  requested. 

5*  CONTRIBUTIONS 

of  records,  documents,  plate,  &c.,  ate 
invited. 

6.  COMMUNION  TOKENS 

are  wanted  of  many  congregations. 
The  Society’s  collection  is  by  no  means 
complete. 

7.  THE  SOCIETY  HAS  FOR  SALE 

copies  of  the  Records  of  the  Synod  of 
Ulster.  Price,  10/-  per  set  of  3  vols. 

THE  P.H.S. 


